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June 9, 1913
[Written on Testimony Publishing Company letterhead]
Mr. Lyman Stewart, President,
Union Oil Company of California,
1114 Union Oil Bldg.,
Los Angeles, Calif.
My dear Mr. Stewart:
The accompanying recent letters indicate the continued interest in “THE FUNDAMENTALS,” and the
rich blessing which God is making their messages to many lives. You will also be interested in knowing
that during May we shipped out from our office here in the church 14,282 books (nearly all back
volumes), in 11,170 separate packages, at a postage cost of $298.45. The mechanical part of the work
(not including addressing of envelopes and packages) required about 80 hours for one person. And now a
few words as to the future of the movement. It would seem to me that at least two more volumes should
be published, and I am not sure but that five would be better. I believe that on the whole there has been
on the part of the Committee a most careful and wise selection, not only of articles but also of authors.
And yet, the more I have thought over the matter the more I have come to feel that before this series
closes, there should be a thoroughly careful and systematic treatment of a number of subjects, (some of
which have scarcely as yet been touched upon,) such for example as the following: One article giving a
general survey of all the great fundamentals of Christianity, and referring as far as possible to those
volumes and articles in the series where individual subjects are treated more in detail. One article giving
a general survey of the principal evidences of the Divine origin and authenticity of the Bible as the
inspired Word of God. Possibly an article giving a general survey of the great doctrines of sin and
salvation—a review of the whole subject step by step, of “salvation from start to finish,” as Dr. Gray puts
it, including also the security of the believer. Possibly an article on what the Bible teaches concerning
immortality (with such discussion as may be thought wise of outside evidences). Special articles on the
names and nature of God, on dispensational teachings, on the covenants of the Bible, on faith and
works—salvation and rewards, on prophecy, miracles, the visions of Daniel and John, the second coming
of Christ (together with a discussion of post-and pre-millennialism), the present and future state of the
wicked dead, the present and future state of the righteous dead,
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annihilationism and restorationism, the resurrections and judgments, the present state of the church,
present schools of theological thought and their leading exponents, a general survey of the great heresies
of the present age, the meaning and results of apostasy, a comprehensive view of God’s unfolding plan of
the ages, a brief and comprehensive summary of all the subjects which have been treated in “THE
FUNDAMENTALS”, with also an exhaustive index, and a bibliography covering the best works on each
important subject. Some of the foregoing subjects have already been covered to greater or less extent,
and others of them should possibly be excluded or may not specially need treatment. Two or three
volumes would hardly be sufficient, would they, for all the articles which should really yet be published?
Do you not think that five would be better? The proper completion of the movement is, I would say, as
necessary as its inauguration, and prosecution up to the present point. Our mail indicates that the interest

is as wide-spread and intense as it has ever been. You have expressed some disappointment in one or two
letters during the past year on account of the fact that none of the subjects recommended by you had been
included in certain of the recent volumes. And although while believing with you that Dr. Meyer and his
committee have done their very best in every respect, yet I can sympathize deeply with you in your
feeling; and therefore in case it becomes necessary, (through continued incapacity on Dr. Meyer’s part,)
to select an assistant or successor, would it not be well to select some one who will probably be more
inclined and more able to carry out your wishes in this respect? It doesn’t seem to me wrong that the man
to whom God has given the vision and through whom He has given the means should have an important
part in shaping the editorial character of the movement. I believe therefore that to you should be left the
choice of the man, should one be needed, for this position, just as you chose Dr. Dixon and Dr. Meyer. I
DO pray earnestly that if a successor must be chosen God will give special wisdom for the selection of
just the right one. If, Dr. Scofield were available, it seems to me that he would be a good man, but I
presume that he is entirely unavailable. Would you care for me to make any other suggestions? As to the
matter of directing the movement into such channels as will help to perpetuate its influence, I will write
you within a day or two if possible, in the meantime joining my prayers very earnestly with yours for
special Divine wisdom and guidance. Surely He who has promised will not fail at this critical moment.
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us”, and is He not “the same yesterday, and today and forever”? With
kind and prayerful regards, I remain Very truly yours,
Thos. E. Stephens.
[Written in bottom margin of page 2 of the letter]
(Please see next sheets.)
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POSTSCRIPT.
My dear Mr. Stewart:
Since writing the foregoing your kind favor of the 4th has come to hand. A letter from Mrs. Meyer dated
the 4th is also in the same mail, which I think it well to inclose [sic] herewith, together with one written
just previously. How very deeply appreciative she is! And, Mr. Stewart, you surely do merit every bit of
all her heart-felt gratitude. From a human point of view, Dr. Meyer’s condition seems utterly hopeless,
and yet God is able to deliver and raise him up if He still has a work for him to do. I am writing to friends
asking that they join us more earnestly than ever in his behalf. Not our will, but His be done. May He
give sustaining grace in this hour of supreme trial and discipline. Dr. Torrey arrived here last Friday, and
these first three days of his ministry among us have been wonderful days. The church was crowded to its
utmost capacity at both services yesterday and many were turned away. Fourteen accepted Christ last
night. Indoor, outdoor, and mission meetings daily, and many professing conversion. Yesterday
afternoon I had the privilege of a few minutes’ visit with Dr. Torrey over in the Institute. He spoke in a
warmly appreciative way of the past year in California, of the support he has had, and of yourself and
others, including also Miss Crowell and the excellent work which she has done as a student. Our talk was
in every respect a thoroughly pleasant one, mostly about his work there and our work here in the Moody
Church. We did not discuss “THE FUNDAMENTALS” at all, leaving that for a later time. If you wish
me to do so, I will be glad to talk the matter over with him and to write you accordingly. However, Mr.

Stewart, (and will you not kindly regard this as absolutely confidential?) there are two or three things
which, for the sake of your counsel and advice, I feel I ought to mention, and I do so with pain and
reluctance and only because I feel that I must. And I do so, too, without a particle of personal feeling or
of condemnation, and only with Christian love in my heart. If you have ever been placed in a most
delicate situation, as doubtless you many times have been, you can fully sympathize with me. I have felt
for some time past I ought to write you about it, but have steadily hoped that it might not be necessary.
The situation is this: When Dr. Dixon left for London he turned over a considerable number of
manuscripts and quite a large correspondence to Dr. Meyer as his successor; and among the letters (as Dr.
Meyer later informed me) were some from Dr. Torrey, one or two of which it seems were largely of a
personal character (inadvertently, I presume, included with the others), in one of which Dr. Torrey
(doubtless never thinking that the letter would go any further) reflected in a severely personal way on Dr.
Meyer. You know how more than sensitive the latter is, and that letter seemed to be one he could never
get over. It preyed constantly on his mind, and made all his subsequent relation to Dr. Torrey one of
untold suffering, as correspondence in my possession I think will indicate. I think that Mr. Smith and
other members of the Committee, as well as Mrs. Rounds, are also acquainted with the facts. Dr. Meyer
seemed to struggle hard to overcome his feelings, and he asked over and over for my prayers and for the
prayers of others. But I judge from what he wrote me that in some of the letters which he himself
received from Dr. Torrey there were things that cut him severely. If only somehow he were so “built” as
to have been able to take the entire matter up in a loving Christian way with Dr. Torrey,
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and the two prayed it through, the whole outcome might have been far different. I counseled him, and I
think others counseled him, to at least leave the burden altogether with the Lord, but he seemed unable to
get the victory. And I’m afraid that poor Mrs. Meyer shares much of his feeling. My heart bleeds for her,
and for every other one who has been or is involved. I don’t think that Dr. Torrey really meant what he
wrote; and what he did write Dr. Meyer probably took in altogether too serious a way. But anyhow it has
created a delicate situation, for I’m afraid that several members of the Committee sympathize with Dr.
Meyer. This will explain why I wrote you a few weeks ago counseling that Dr. Torrey be not appointed,
at least during the lifetime of Dr. Meyer. I wrote a few days ago to Mrs. Meyer for the letter written to
Dr. Dixon, and if she is able to find it I think she will send it to me. Perhaps I ought not to have done this,
but I was afraid it might be called for later and that she might lose or misplace it. Perhaps, too, it would be
better all around to drop the entire matter and say nothing more about it, although as I have prayed over it
I have felt at times that Dr. Torrey ought to know about it; not that he is to be condemned (for perhaps we
are all equally at fault in some respect or other), but only that his loving heart might see and as far as
possible make right this unintentional slip on his part. As far as I am personally concerned he would be
entirely acceptable to me as executive secretary of “THE FUNDAMENTALS”, although I think that he
would inaugurate in some respects an entirely different policy from that adopted by Dr. Meyer and his
associates, especially as regards the use of the mailing list and the advertising of various publications. Do
you not think Dr. Meyer’s policy the wiser in this respect? For if the books are opened to such
announcements now as the series is nearing the close, will it not have a detrimental effect on the entire
movement? Would not a discriminating bibliography in the closing volume answer the purpose? These
are only suggestions. I am sure that you and the Committee and whoever is appointed to act in Dr.
Meyer’s place will be Divinely guided. If in view of all I have written, you still wish me to confer with
Dr. Torrey, I will be glad to comply with your wishes to the best of my ability, but I think I would rather

not make any reference to the letter above mentioned. Tomorrow I will endeavor to write regarding the
Testimony Prayer Circle, and this too if I express myself freely will be I fear a somewhat delicate task, on
account of my connection with the Prayer League. But in everything I am trusting God to guide me, so
that all I write may be with a right motive and only for His glory, entirely regardless of any personal
interest. Please forgive me if I have said anything in this letter which I ought not to have said. I have
written only in love. Kindly remember me to your brother and to Mr. Kellogg. Miss Behrens joins me in
kindest regards to yourself and Miss Crowell. Once more faithfully yours,
Thos. E. Stephens.

